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Dest Setaatary Seheljus:

&5 part of your Depariment’s implementation of heglth reform, we sncoltae you to provide |
guidance on the pravisions of the Pafient Protoct amé Affordable Cae Axt (FPACA} desipred o
ensure it Jow-iwonie Anericans do not suffer redurtions in their eligibility fur Medicuid or
CHIP. We included themss “muiniesiamee-of-eXiglhilly (MI0E) requirements in PPACAK becunse
it ts vital that coverape of fow-income Amerisaas, ety reililons of children, pemain rabust
in advanee of the effective datrs of the key coverige provisions in health reform, As yon kmaw, -
the MOE provisions require states. @0 maintain fheir Medioaid cfigbility rales and enrolimost
prucedures fir adilis Garough Jasmary 1, 2004, whars the Exchanges will be up snd numisg, For

‘children, the MOE provisions s in effee) theough Segoember 30, 2009, and also apply to the

Children"s Heelth Inswance Program (CHIP) &

We included an extended MOE foe children®s coverage becanse we are so prowd of e wafion’s
Tepnartabie progress in covering aninsured children froough Medicaid and CHIP, Members of
Congress se doeply comniited te secing this progress comims s heslth reforn §s belg
implemenitad, which is Why we are agking yeu to lsane MOB-selated pidsnec that prokeets fhe
cavermge curmaily avidiable to bowsteome individesds and fumiles,

Unfortumately, we huve hound that soma sixtes tay try to scake hack CHIP covenspe for childpen
bicsed od Mite pharss that allvw the stabe to s or freez envoflment in certain cirsumstances sven
thomgh sach 2 cap or feeze 5 not cumently ineffee (and wanot in offbet whien PEACA was
enacded). The MOE requircnseots we insended to provent fhe implensenistion of sny more - -
reatriciive alighhility standsands, meihodologies, or procedures, such as srroflmend caps and
freezes in CHIP, thaty wers In place when FRACA was evacted, We therefors urgs you 1o enyure
thet thes Department's guidance clicifes ot the MOE raquirestants bar the implemeniating of
enroliment eaps and freeves, or other restrictive sligibility prosedures, ot were not already in
place and aperational s of March 23, 20710 '

WTENT LD DRUA RS CLED PANGH



Ve anne you share owr commmitment o encolling all gligible uninmared, lowwinsoms children as

500 a5 possibile, ind commend you for issidng the “Coanecting Kids 10 Covemge” challemge 19
urihzr this effort. Woeking togeiler, we e confident that we can continge the nation's

- successful track recard of covering lowincome childrmm sven as we move fovward oo &'P&Iﬂlﬂ
- track t implemnent hronder pefum ihat éovers milfions of Americans for the first thow,

Thonk you, for :n;u;r promgpt atention ko this mi;dif:sr.

. Sicerely;
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